
 

MASSES: 

Weekdays: 9:00 AM (including Saturday) — (Summer) 

Monday and Friday: 9:00 AM  

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday: 6:30AM and 9:00 AM — (Winter) 

Saturday Evening: 5:00 PM 

Sundays: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 11:30 AM and 6:00PM (Sept. - May) 

Holy Days: Please see bulletin for schedule 
 

PENANCE: 

Saturday: 4:00-5:00 PM. At the Parish anytime by appointment. Communal Celebration of Penance periodically  

throughout the year. 
 

BAPTISMS: 

Our parish family rejoices in the birth of your children.  To prepare for baptism, parents are expected to attend one prepara-

tion meeting.   Please call the parish office for the schedule of preparation meetings and Baptism celebration. 
 

MARRIAGES: 

Our parish is honored to host your marriage celebration.  In order to accomplish all of the necessary preparations, arrange-

ments should be made with one of the priests at least one year in advance.  Pre-Cana and God's Plan for a Joy-Filled Mar-

riage classes can be arranged through the Family Life Office of the Archdiocese of Newark at www.rcan.org. 
 

MINISTRY TO THE SICK: 

For those of advanced age or seriously ill, Holy Communion will be brought to the home of any person permanently or tem-

porarily homebound. Please contact the parish office. 
 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP: 

Please register at the parish office. This is a wise way of acquiring a sense of belonging to our Parish Community.  

PARISH STAFF 

Rev. Msgr. Frank G. Del Prete  

 Pastor, ext. 303 
 

Rev. Martin Rooney 

 Weekend Assistant 
 

Sr. Esther Falzone,S.C.C 

Pastoral Associate, ext. 305 
 

Maureen Straut 

Office Administrator, ext. 301 
 

Stacie Yao, Director of Music 
 

Tom Pagano, Youth Minister 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Patricia Pula, M.A.R.E. 

Director, ext. 304 

Safe Environment Coordinator 
 

PARISH SCHOOL 

St. John’s Academy, Hillsdale 

Elizabeth Viola, Principal 

St. Gabriel the Archangel  

Catholic Church 
88 EAST SADDLE RIVER ROAD 

SADDLE RIVER, NJ  07458 

(201) 327-5663 — (201) 327-7881 — Fax (201) 327-7063 

WWW.STGABRIELSR.ORG 

EMAIL: OFFICE@STGABRIELSR.ORG 



OUR PARISH COMMUNITY  
PRAYS FOR: 

 

 
Our sick and homebound: 

Jane Ball, Jean Cohen, Josephine D’Elia,  
Baby James Jack D’Agostino, Christine Danza,  

Helen DeLorenzo, Ada Fields,  
Meg Gallagher, Baby Grace Gilbert  

 Tony Galante, Lauren Harpster Hines, 
 Mary Noone, Lou Perrin, Joan Snow  

Richard Straut, Nicole Trotta 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

The amount of the December 18 collection was not available at 
the time the bulletin went to press and will be reported to you at a 
later date. . God bless you and your family for your continued 

  
 
 
 
 

 On this day of gifts and gift giving, it seems appropriate 
that we take a moment to reflect on the great gift of God’s Word. 
Because it is creative, God’s Word always points to its author, 
always calls us to respond. Because it is powerful, God’s Word 
can link the sublime with the ridiculous, the transcendent with the 
immanent, the divine with the human. Because it is graceful, 
God’s Word establishes a relationship of deep intimacy between 
us and God. 

At the heart of God’s Word lies a tantalizing tension 
between the mysterious and the mundane. In our liturgical cele-
bration, this unresolved tension both reveals the meaning of life 
for us and calls us to respond, to act upon that meaning. 

Once accepted and opened, the gift of God’s Word is a 
gift that keeps on giving and keeps on calling us to give in return. 
It dares us to be like the gift giver and to become gifts for others, 
not only at Christmas, but at every moment of life. 

  
Merry Christmas! 

  
Fr. Frank 

Saint Gabriel the Archangel  Saddle River 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

Most Sundays until June we offer the children of ages 4-6 
(including first graders) the opportunity to have the readings of 
the Mass explained on their level during the 10:00 AM Mass.  
They are dismissed during Mass to the cry room with either Sr. 
Esther or Mary Lee Costello who will teach 
the lesson.  You are encouraged to be faith-
ful in coming to Mass regularly so that your 
children have a continuous progression of 
instruction. The children return to their par-
ents during the Preparation of the Gifts.   

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS   
Poinsettia and Card Sales 

 
The Knights of Columbus Saddle River Council 
would like to thank the parishioners of St. Gabri-
el's for supporting our many fundraising activities 
over this past year.   Thanks to your generosity, 
the Knights have been able to respond to specific 
needs within the St. Gabriel’s community as well 

as make donations in excess of $15,000 to the following deserv-
ing charities over the past 3 years:     

 
American Special Children’s Pilgrimage Group 

The ARC of Bergen & Passaic Counties 
Birthright  

Eagle Scout Project 
ECLC Foundation 

Family Promise 
The Forum School 

Good Counsel Homes 
Haiti Relief 
New Hope 

Packages for US Marines 
St. Gabriel Pastoral Center 

Several Sources Shelter 
Sisters of Life 

Special Olympics 
Support of St Gabriel’s clergy 

Villa Marie Claire 
  

If you are interested in joining the Knights of Columbus, please 
contact Ron Porto atronporto@yahoo.com. Thanks again for all 
your support in helping us help others. Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year from the Knights of Columbus. 

John Halliwell, Grand Knight 

CHRISTMAS IS A TIME FOR GIVING 
  

Christmas is a time for giving. We take the time to choose a spe-
cial gift for the special person in our life. The gifts we give are a 
sign of our love and appreciation for those that we care about. 
Christmas is also a time for us to give a gift to our parish. St. Ga-
briel’s is more than a building, it is a place where we come to-
gether as a family to celebrate the Sacraments, to educate our 
youth, and to provide a comfortable and beautiful space of wor-
ship. We are so grateful for the generosity and sacrifice on behalf 
of our parishioners that have allowed the Church to grow and 
provide an even better place of worship. We ask for your gener-
ous and continued support in your Christmas offering during this 
season of giving. 

WHY DO CATHOLICS CELEBRATE  
CHRIST’S BIRTH ON DECEMBER 25? 

 

The Gospels do not identify a specific date for Jesus’ birth.  De-
cember 25 was chosen for several reasons, including that the date 
was close to the winter solstice.   
 

The early Church attempted to replace existing pagan celebra-
tions with Christian ones.  Under the Emperor Aurelian, Decem-
ber 25 was celebrated as the birth of the unconquered sun.  As 
Christianity became more widely practiced, the pagan celebration 
was replaced by Christmas to celebrate Christ's birth—the real 
“unconquered” light of the world.  

 
QUIET AND CONTEMPLATE 

 

It’s easy to get caught up in the frenzy of activity that accompa-
nies this time of year.  Make time to find silence each day.  Say 
“no” to unnecessary distractions so you can be open to God’s 
will for the next year.  
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 The nativity of the Lord 

THE WEEK AHEAD AT ST. GABRIEL’S 
AA Meetings Monday thru Saturday 

7 AM Parish Center 
 
Sunday, December 25, 2016 
Merry Christmas 
 
Monday, December 26, 2016 
Parish Office Closed. 
 
Friday, December 30 
Parish Office Closed 
 

 

NEW DATE FOR CORNERSTONE 
Women’s Cornerstone Retreat will be held in 

MARCH 2017. 
 
 

COMING HOME 

WOMEN’S CORNERSTONE 2017 

GIFTED WITH GOD’S PEACE & 

GRACE 
 

Contact Christine Ferreri with any questions: 
Christineferreri79@gmail.com or 201-747-6371 

 
ST. JOHN’S 
ACADEMY 

 

Jesus is the 
Reason for the Season! 

  
Wishing a blessed Christmas to 
all of our parish families from 

the community of St. John’s 
Academy! 

May your day be filled with the 
joy of Christ’s birth! 

 

 

YOUTH GROUP NEWS 
 

As we begin this new year, members of the St. 
Gabriel Youth Group would like to invite all 
high school aged parishioners to check out the 
Youth Group!  Our mission is to grow closer 
to the Lord and one another through prayer, 
service, discussion, and plenty of fun.  Know 

that you are welcomed and encouraged to join us at our Sunday 
night meetings throughout the year. 
“Dear young people, the happiness that you search for has a 
name and a face: Jesus of Nazareth.” 

-Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 
 
 

BOX TOPS FOR ST. MICHAEL’S  
 

St. Gabriel's continues to collect Box Tops for St. Michael's 
School in Newark.  The Box Top program is one of the nation’s 
largest school fundraising loyalty programs and has been helping 
schools succeed since 1996. With over 250 participating prod-
ucts, it’s an easy way for schools to earn cash for the things they 
need.  Each Box Tops coupon is worth 10¢ and they add up 
fast!  The coupons are on products we buy at our local supermar-
kets everyday.  St. Michael's will be able to use the Box Tops 
cash to buy whatever they need most, from books to supplies and 
other school programs.  So please 
look for these coupons on your groceries 
and start to clip.  There is a collection 
box display in the lobby of the 
church.  As always, thank you for your 
support of St. Michael's. 

Birth Parents Must Take Action  
to Preserve Their Privacy 

 

For well over a century, the Catholic Church in New Jersey has 
provided adoption services.  Throughout all those years, the 
Church promised to honor the privacy of birth parents and adopt-
ees.  That promise of privacy also was assured by law and af-
firmed by the State Superior Court.  Those promises can no long-
er be kept.  On May 27, 2014, a new law took effect that will al-
low adoptees and certain relatives to request and obtain the names 
of their biological parents beginning January 1, 2017.  
 
Any birth parents who wish to preserve their privacy must submit 
a Redaction Request Form to the New Jersey Department of 
Health no later than December 31, 2016.  By filing this form, 
birth parents will be able to keep their names off any documents 
provided by the State to adoptees or anyone else.  The State made 
the Redaction Request Form public on August 3, 2015.  The form 
can be downloaded at http://nj.gov/health/forms/reg-36c.pdf 

mailto:Christineferreri79@gmail.com
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December 25, 2016 

SATURDAY, December 24, 2016 
             4:00 PM People of the Parish 
             4:00 PM People of the Parish (IHA) 
              6:00 PM  People of the Parish 
            10:00 PM People of the Parish 
 

 

 SUNDAY,  December 25, 2016 
  8:00 AM  People of the Parish 
 10:00 AM People of the Parish 

Noon   People of the Parish 
 

MONDAY, December  26, 2016 
 9:00 AM John Masselli, Jr.  
 

TUESDAY, December  27, 2016 
 9:00 AM John Scillieri 
 

WEDNESDAY, December 28, 2016 
 9:00                John Sedlak, Jr. 
 

THURSDAY, December 29, 2016 
                9:00 AM         Kevin Dalton 
  

FRIDAY, December 30, 2016 
 9:00 AM  Giusepe Buonsanto 

 
SATURDAY, December 31, 2016 

 9:00 AM Melanie Kelly 
             5:00 PM Philip Ross, Jr. 

 
 SUNDAY, January 1, 2017 

  8:00 AM  People of the Parish 
 10:00 AM Carmelinda Garramone 

11:30 AM Eamon Fennessy 

 
 
 
 
 
The Sanctuary Lamp at the Blessed Sacrament will be light-
ed during the week of December 25 for Kevin Dalton as 
requested by his family.  
 

The Altar Bread and Wine to be consecrated during the 
week of December 25 is for Bill Jergensen requested by 
Doris Jergensen. . 
.. 


